.
In order to short circuit the system to identify infants who have never been tested, our proposal is that a copy of the Guthrie form should be given to the mother on testing. At the statutory new birth visit at 10 days the health visitor would check that every mother has a form and arrange immediate screening for any infant who had been missed.
At present there is also an unacceptable delay in compiling a list of normal test results. There are two main difficulties. One is that the mother's name which is used to identify the infant on the birth notification form differs from the baby's name used on the Guthrie test form. Another is that because the mother and child either move house or go to stay with relatives the Guthrie test specimen is sent to a laboratory in another health authority.
We suggest the Guthrie form should be modified to include the mother's name and the neonatal laboratory to which the report will be sent. These proposals would reduce costs, avoid confusion, encourage parental involvement, and avoid delays in diagnosis.
Before we consider adding other metabolic screens to the Guthrie test it is imperative to develop a streamlined and fail-safe system to handle the results. the anatomy of the upper airway may have an important role, besides the underlying mechanism of sickling of red cells which is enhanced by hypoxia. I therefore think that it is worthwhile to draw attention to the peculiar type of nasal obstruction recently described as 'priapism of the turbinates' observed in two young patients with sickle cell disease.2 The respiratory involvement of such nasal obstruction is likely to be equivalent to that caused by nasal packing, which is known to induce a significant decrease in oxygen saturation during sleep.34
It would be of great interest to know if any evidence of nasal turbinal enlargement was found in the 53 patients with sickle cell disease studied by Samuels and his colleagues, as they all underwent ear, nose, and throat examination. It may contribute to the recognition of this newly described condition, which up to now has probably been overlooked. 
